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� INTERNATIONAL REGULATIONS

o Biodiversity Convention (BDC)

o OSPAR Convention

� EUROPEAN POLICIES

o Natura 2000 (habitats & birds directives)

o Common Fisheries Policy (CFP)

o Marine Strategy Framework Directive (MSFD)

� NATIONAL STRATEGIES for marine biodiversity protection

o french law on MPAs - 2006

oUK Marine Bill - 2008 

� SOME EXEMPLES : 

�Research ( EU 6th framework programme)

� PROTECT

� EMPAFISH

�INTERREG

� BALANCE

� MEDPAN

� other fund : EMPAS 

� LIFE +

� Indemares (Spain)

� Cap Natura (France)

�BIOMARES (Portugal)   
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The maritime area

covered by the OSPAR Convention

includes 5 regions of

the North-East Atlantic:

I: Arctic Waters;

II: the Greater North Sea;

III: the Celtic Seas;

IV: the Bay of Biscay and Iberian

Coast;

V: the Wider Atlantic.
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� Management Plans  and Indicators for MPAs
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Establish a European MPA network 

in the Atlantic Area
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WP - Work Packages 
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WP1 – State of play
A commun understanding between partners

Objective : Ensure that all partners understand the 

legislative context and drivers on a National, 

European and Global level and are up to date with 

the outputs and recommendations that have come 

out of projects in the North East Atlantic region.

� MPA Project overview at european scale

� Legislative overview (marine policy, international convention, national 

regulation) 

� Stakeholders database

� MPA GIS Database

WP1 – State of play
A commun understanding between partners

Outputs

� Synthesis of the different kind of MPA on the Atlantic

� Production of relevant data base available on Web
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WP2 – Developping common monitoring 

strategies

� Identifying best practices (workshop with lead

scientist)

� Setting up monitoring (in pilote sites)

� Knowledge transfer (visits of MPA, in situ 

demonstration)

WP2 – Developping common monitoring 

strategies

Outputs

� Manual of different groups of indicators (ecosystem, activities, natural 

heritage) adapted and specific to Atlantic.

� Exchange of Know how and experiences about implementation of 

indicators
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Pilotes sites 

UK : 

Yealm estuaries

Spain :

Reserva os Miñarzos

(Lira & Cedeira)

Portugal: 

Parque Marinho Luis Saldanha 

Isla Berlenga 

France: 

Chausey archipelago 

Penmarc’h

Plateau du four 

Côte Basque

WP3 – Management plans 

Definition/implementation
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will be widely supported

achieve ecological MPA objectives 

and minimize the socio-economic costs
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WP3 – Management plans 

Definition/implementation

� Management plan review and comparison

� Management plan trials in pilot sites

� Investigating the added value of MPAs

� Management plan recommendations 

Outputs

� Guideline for the developpement of management plan  in different kind 

of MPA.

� Management plan elaborated in pilot sites with strong involment of 

fishermens

� Study on the added value of MPA (international and Atlantic exemples)

Objective : 
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WP4 – Securing international stakeholders 

participation for new MPAs
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� MPA site selection pilot study

� Development of international GIS Database

� Using and developing participatory & decision 

support software skills

WP4 – Securing international stakeholders 

participation for new MPAs

Outputs

� Manual recommending stakeholders engagement methodology for site 

selection

� metadata catalog 

� Discussed MPAs potential sites

WP5 – Project Communication and 

dissemination strategy

Objective : 
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� Linking MAIA to OSPAR (biodiversity) and 

Regional Adivsory council (fishery organisations)

� Communication tools

� Work package output publication

�Final conference

�(

WP5 – Project Communication and 

dissemination strategy

Outputs

� Disseminating results to all stakholders  concerned

� Regular dissemination regardings MPAs

� Creating a long lasting network of experts and MPA managers in the 

Atlantic arc 
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PROJECT PARTICIPATION ?

Communication

-International  
(OSPAR, RAC…)

- National
European partnership

Management and implementation 

of the project

Validation

National 

and Local 

authorities
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=> One of the 4 priorithies of the programme

« Protect, secure and enhance 

the marine and coastal

environment sustainably »

Overall strategy of the programme =  

«To achieve significant and tangible progress 

in transnational cooperation geared towards 

cohesive, sustainable and balanced territorial development cohesive, sustainable and balanced territorial development 

of the Atlantic Area and its maritime heritageof the Atlantic Area and its maritime heritage»

Means = 

- Exchange of experience and transfer of know-how

- Development and use of common tools
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A project to launch the next steps 

to be taken in marine biodiversity protection :

� to build a lasting MPA network on Atlantic Area

� Involving all stakeholders

CONCLUSION
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